Disk diffusion is one method of susceptibility testing of the Mycobacterium fortuitum complex to antibacterial agents. We utilized disks of polymyxin B (300 U), amikacin, and kanamycin to determine whether they could also be used for species identification fortuitum and M. chelonei showed complete correlation with the species identification by the standard biochemical tests. All the isolates of M. fortuitum were sensitive to the disk (mean zone diameter, 21.5 mm), and all the M. chelonei isolates were resistant (mean zone diameter, 6 mm). Unfortunately, this disk is not available in the United States.
Identification to the species level of the pathogenic, rapidly growing mycobacteria is not done in most laboratories because this separation has been felt to be of no use clinically. Most isolates have been referred to only as the Mycobacterium fortuitum complex. However, recent studies have shown a distinct difference in antimicrobial susceptibility between M. fortuitum and Mycobacterium chelonei for docycycline, the sulfonamides, and amikacin (4, 11, 12) , suggesting that correct identification of the species is important for predicting drug susceptibilities. The major biochemical tests that have been relied on to separate M. fortuitum and M. chelonei have been nitrate reduction and, more recently, iron uptake. Other tests that have been used include arylsulfatase isoenzymes (2) , esterase activity (6) , penicillinase, 3-glucosidase, trehalose, fructose (5) , seroagglutination (7) , and lipid chromatography (7) . Unfortunately, most of the latter tests are useful only in a large reference laboratory.
Casal and Rodriguez (3) described the use of a 20-,ug pipemidic acid (Bio-Merieux) disk test to provide a simple and rapid means of distinguishing the two species. Results with 48 strains of M. fortuitum and M. chelonei showed complete correlation with the species identification by the standard biochemical tests. All the isolates of M. fortuitum were sensitive to the disk (mean zone diameter, 21.5 mm), and all the M. chelonei isolates were resistant (mean zone diameter, 6 mm). Unfortunately, this disk is not available in the United States.
Welch and Kelly (13) described the use of a 300-U polymyxin disk as a possible means to separate M. fortuitum and M. chelonei. Because this disk is more readily available, we elected to test it along with amikacin and kanamycin to determine if these disks would successfully identify as to species the pathogenic members of the rapidly growing mycobacteria.
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